
A Long Time Ago
Halyard

~
A

~.
Way hey

~

~ ~
~ F m l

and a ve- ry long time

~ ~ ~F"
A long long time and a

~ ~" I
ve- ry long time a- go

A long, long time and a very long time
Chorus: Way hey Qh-aye-oh
A long, long time and a very long time
Chorus: A long time agQ

Three ships they layout there in the bay
Three ships they layout there in the bay

One of the ships was the old Noah's Ark
Trim-rigged and flashy and covered with bark

The animals came on two by two
Until the old Ark looked just like a zoo

But the bull and the cow, they started a row
Noah jumped up and said, "Way enough now"

The bull put his horn through the side of the Ark
The little brown dog then began to bark

Noah stuck the dog's nose in the hole
Since then all dog's noses have been wet and cold

It's a long, long time and a very long time
A long, long time and a very long time

Some chanteys are whimsical or nonsensical, similar to old wives' tales, folk tales, or tall tales. Finally
solving the question of why dogs' noses are wet and cold, "A Long TIme Ago" is typical of the humor
used by sailors to relieve the tedium of their work. Many chanteys use a familiar theme, in this case
Noah's Ark, as their structure. This version is based primarily on the version found in Stan Hugill's
Shanties from the Seven Seas.
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