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1788 Wednesday 12th. In the latitude 60° S we found frequent fogs and at the same time a severe and disagreeable cold. 

These damps and the sprays continually flying over us rendered our duty prodigious hard and fatiguing, for ever since our 
leaving Bretts Harbour the clothes of all our people has been wet. 

  Monday 17th. Far more comfortable indeed must their situation be who are onboard the Ship [Columbia] whose sides 
are so high that a man is never wet on her decks. Ever since our coming into latitude to the southward of Cape Horn the wind has 
been from WNW to WSW. These winds have allowed us to gain but little westing, and at this time our prospect of 
weathering the Cape is very unfavorable. We have seen several large islands of ice and the weather excessive cold.   

 Wednesday I9th. In latitude 62°29' S and longitude 73°51' W. The winds and weather became more favorable to gaining 
our passage. The weather was very changeable, from clear and pleasant to snow, hail, rain, and sleet, and from that to clear in 
the space of half an hour. We have the frost intensely hard at certain times and suddenly again a thaw. These changes with the 
wetness of the vessel would have been insurmountable to any but a crew of people whose constitutions were strong and 
vigorous, for all their beds and clothes to a man were long since drenched with salt water and no opportunity to dry them. 

  1788. March. Saturday 22d. On Saturday, 22nd by account, I was in longitude 82° 59' W and by observation in latitude 
61 49' W. This situation with a full determination to persevere seemed to insure us our passage. 
  April 1. Tuesday. From this time until the 1st of April we experienced the greatest variety of weather and by taking 
the advantage of every favorable slant of wind we had arrived by account in latitude 57° 57' S and longitude 92°40' W when 
between the hours of 4 and 5 in the morning the wind suddenly changed from the northwest to the southward. The Columbia 
wore ship (2) and in following her example, the morning being dark, we unfortunately lost sight of her! The wind increased 
immoderately fast and threatened what suddenly followed--a violent gale. The wind blew heavy, a perfect hurricane, 
accompanied with rain, hail, snow, and sleet with an intense frost. The sea immediately rose to an immoderate height and 
frequently threatened us with instant destruction, for had the smallest of these huge, overgrown seas struck us it would 
infallibly have put a period to our existence, and they broke with the greatest agitated rage a very small distance from us. It 
was a most fortunate circumstance that the wind was fair and our sloop scudded exceeding well and suffered no other damage 
from the sea than having her larboard quarterboards stove in.  



 April 2. Wednesday. On the second it was a little more moderate and hauled more from the westward, but 
unfortunately for us at 4 AM  we carried away our jibstay in a sudden squall, and with the greatest difficulty we saved the sail. 
All the next day we lay too.  It was now we first materially felt how greatly our hardships had debilitated all the crew, for there was 
not one sailor onboard who was able to go aloft and take down the old jibstay or fit a new one, and of necessity this duty fell on Mr. 
Coolidge and myself [1st and 2nd mate]. The wind blew heavy and it hailed with great violence. 
 Thursday 3· But on the 3d we employed ourselves getting a temporary stay aloft and late in the day we were in a condition to 
make sail we were now in Latitude 56° 5' South and Longitude 93° 32' West. 
Saturday 12th. From the 3d to the 12th nothing remarkable occurred, for it was one continued tempest interspersed with short lulls 
and violent squalls to which we carried an incredible press of sail and pushed with the most urgent diligence. When a gale arose 
greatly surpassing anything I before had any idea of. We hove to with the wind NNW with her head to the westward expecting some 
big deluge would soon be our destruction, but fortunately none did us the smallest damage. 
  Sunday 13. On the 13th still violent Gales at 4 PM.  In wearing ship we split the mainsail very bad, and to our misfortune we 
had but one more onboard, and that much worn. This we directly bent and, the wind soon abating, we made sail. The tempest now 
took leave of us and more temperate weather welcomed us into Pacific Ocean  
 April. Monday 14. The 14th was sufficiently moderate for all hands to be employed on deck mending the mainsail.  We were 
now advanced as far to the northward as 47°44' S and longitude 95° 31' W by account and began to experience that beautiful serenity 
this ocean is celebrated for, thus having been 40 days from Falkland Islands until we were to the northward of the west entrance of the 
straits of Magellan, the bounds that have been stipulated by most navigators to this extensive cape. We viewed the remainder of our 
passage to the coast of America with indifference, the worst part now being over. 
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